Fatty change of the pediatric myocardium.
The myocardium was studied for the presence of fat in 980 pediatric deaths over a wide age range during a 10-year period. Of these, only 67 cases (7%) were found to have fatty change. The cause of death varied widely and no common pathogenetic factor was identified. Infections and congenital disorders constituted the most frequent causes of death associated with fatty change. The degree of fatty change was variable. Severe fatty change correlated with severe panacinar fatty change of the liver. The pathogenesis of the lesion is discussed.